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2003 is European Year of Disabled People. The e-Europe Action Plan, agreed by all Member States, says that public sector web sites and their content must be designed to be accessible by 2005 to ensure that disabled citizens can access information and take full advantage of the potential for e-government. The UK government has allocated significant public funding to projects such as Curriculum Online and Culture Online. The People’s Network, led by Resource, has installed 30,000 PCs with broadband internet links in 4,000 public libraries – providing an extensive public access infrastructure for new web content creation. Access to online educational and cultural resources will increase dramatically over the next few years for a majority of people. But how accessible exactly are online cultural and educational resources for more than 40,000,000 European citizens who are disabled? 

This talk will show:

1. large numbers of disabled people face substantial access barriers to online culture and   e-learning

2. webaccessibility of online culture is more than a matter of technical webaccessibility standards. It becomes a reality only when content is presented in ways that are accessible

3. web accessibility is compatible with attractive websites and benefits all users  

4. disabled people have a right to access web sites  

5. policy, funding, strategic and capacity building initiatives are needed to achieve significant progress

6. which steps are being undertaken in the UK to promote online access to educational and cultural resources for disabled people 

Resource, the Council for Museums, Archives and Libraries is a strategic UK government funded body established in 2000. It promotes good practice and standards in museums, archives and libraries in England and acts as an adviser to government. Social inclusion and access is a high priority for Resource, whose Learning and Access Team has a staff of six. This talk passionately affirms the need for a socially and culturally inclusive online culture. Initial results of a webaccessibility audit of 300 museums, archives and libraries will be presented.  

