PROSPECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES

IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE REPUBLIC OF TATARSTAN

Gulchachak Nazipova,

First Deputy for Science and Information Technologies 

to the General Director of NMRT, Candidate of History
representative of ADIT in the Republic of Tatarstan 

Established in 1895 as Kazan City Museum of Science and Industry, the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan (NMRT) is the oldest museum in provincial Russia.  The composition and quantity of museum collections – over 700 thousand stored units in the museum archives – also make it one of the largest museums in the country.

Over the years, the museum brought together a dedicated staff of highly qualified professionals always aspiring to actively update, study and widely popularize (publicize) unique museum collections.  Not surprisingly, in the past few years the museum experts have been working closely on the problems of introducing new information technologies to museum operations.

The goal of my report is to illustrate the specifics and prospects for development of information technologies in the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan.

Interesting geopolitical position of the Republic at the junction of East and West, Muslim and Christian religions, determines the specific situation in the museum activity in Tatarstan.  One of the defining features of this region is the multinational composition of its population.  Throughout centuries, people of different nationalities coexisted here, including Finno-Ugric (Mari, Mordva, Udmurts), Turkic (Tatars, Chuvashs, Bashkirs), and Slavic (Russian) groups, creating unique multinational culture that is reflected in the museum collections of the Republic.

More than 100 state and about 450 departmental and public museums of Tatarstan store and popularize the cultural heritage of all nationalities living in the Republic.  Many of these museums concentrate on the study of local lore, depicting combinations of nature and history in small territories-regions.  The most interesting of these collections can be found in Tetyushinky, Laishesky, Chistopolsky, Bugulmisky, and other oldest regional museums.

A substantial share of the museums is dedicated to life and work of distinguished artists and writers of different nationalities, including Tatar (museums of national poet G. Tukaj, poet and public figure G. Ishaki, composers Salih Sajdashev, Nazib Zhiganov, and others), Russian (museums of E.A. Boratynsky, N.A. Durova, A.M. Gorky, B. Pasternak, M. Tsvetaeva, etc.), Chuvash (museums of national educator I.J. Jakovlev, national poet Huzangaj), museum of Belorussian poet Janka Kupala, museum of Czech writer Jaroslav Gashek, etc.

The multinational composition of the Republic defines one of the main objectives in operating the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan – that is to collect, study, publicize, and popularize the region’s multinational culture.  It is also one of the factors determining prospective uses for new information technologies.

In the course of its history, the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan has become the methodological center for other museums in the Republic.

Today the museum heads one of the largest museum associations in Russia, which presently includes more than 80 museums in Tatarstan.  Created in 1982, this association has proven surprisingly hardy and effective.

Through years of the association’s activity, the inter-museum relations have been gradually changing from sponsorship to partnership, allowing us today to talk of putting together a large network organization that would include, on voluntary basis, majority of the museums in the Republic.


The National Museum is also a methodological center for many other museums in the Republic, both state and public.  Although not a part of the museum association, these museums participate in nearly all of the association’s activities and routinely consult with the association’s experts.


Through many years, different efficient forms and methods of the methodological management of the association museums have evolved: Academic Council, the Board of Directors, Association Council, annual thematic seminars in Kazan and field seminars in the regions.


The established structure of the museum association creates a favorable basis for developing the uniform information policy of the association and for influencing general information policy in the cultural sphere of the Republic.


A special feature of the present situation in the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan is its transitional character.  This transitional state is caused by the museum staff’s continuous effort to create a permanent exposition for the head museum.  In 1987, the building that had hosted the museum burned down and, since then, the museum had no permanent exposition and was compelled to show its collections at various temporary exhibitions.  It is important to note, however, that the museum never stopped working for a single day and always kept its doors and archives open to visitors.


It was in these transitional years that methodological management of the museum activity in the Republic became priority work in the National Museum.  During that time, the museum’s experts created new museums in the Republic and in Kazan and organized hundreds of exhibitions.  Today, the staff of the head museum is hopeful that a permanent exposition will also reopen soon, as the first-order reconstruction of the museum building at the Gostinny court yard on Kremlin Street is nearing the end.  This building will host a permanent exposition of the museum, dedicated to history of Tatarstan.  Clearly, we want it to be a modern exposition, built on the basis of newest available museum technologies, including information technologies.


In this situation, when work is being done on scientific-design documentation for the exposition, mobility of the museum archives and introduction of the museum exhibits into the informational space become very important.  This sharply raises the problem of computerizing the museum archives.


Closely connected to this process of building the new exposition is the problem of Internet technologies, which acquire additional significance in connection to the necessity of escalating the museum association’s activities in the informational sphere.


Therefore, great attention is devoted to these issues in the concept for the museum development.  Creation of a large museum information center on the basis of the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan is presently under consideration; it will set the basis for popularizing and introducing the Republic’s multinational culture to the informational space.


Currently, many of the problems related to museum information technologies are being solved.


By the initiative of the President of RSKN, Mr. K. Nasedkin, and the director of web-studio Hand-Made (Moscow), Mr. D. Olshansky, work started in 2001 on creating Internet Representation “The Museums of Tatarstan” (MT), envisioned to organically incorporate Representation MT and all of its satellite resources into architecture of both “Russian Culture” portal and “The Museums of Russia” server.  This resource is being developed on the basis of the official web-site of the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan and its Kazan branches (www.tatar.museum.ru), as well as on the basis of all information available through the All-Russia Register of Museums on the Republic of Tatarstan.  In our opinion, the development of “The Museums of Tatarstan” portal creates an excellent opportunity to present a consolidated vision of our museums on the Internet and, therefore, represent a part of the cultural heritage of this significant region.


Development of informational projects represents a part of the scientific concept for development of the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan, and such projects are partially financed through state budget.


Therefore, we also have the opportunity to develop informational projects beyond the sphere of Internet technologies.


In September 2002, we started first-order introduction of KAMIS-2000 system in the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan.  In the future, we are also planning to negotiate with developers from OAO “Alt Soft” (St.-Petersburg) with respect to widening the scope of items being introduced, including using different versions of the system for different museums in the association.  At that point in time, it will also become necessary to address the problems of introducing information in different national languages of the people in the Republic.


Together with ZAO “ProSoft-M” (Moscow), we are creating electronic catalogues of the archived collections of the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan.  These catalogues will become the basis for complete digitalization of one of the largest museum archives in Russia.

Creation of an electronic exposition becomes the most prospective direction in the museum work, according to the concept for the museum development.

We understand that introduction and development of information technologies in the museum becomes possible only by unifying efforts of many experts in different fields and by securing government interest in addressing these issues.


Therefore, we actively employ powers and opportunities available to Information Technologies (IT) section of the National Museum’s Academic Council, created in 2000.  The IT section includes experts on information technologies from Kazan universities, the Mayor’s Office, city museums, as well as publishers and private persons.

Today, the National Museum of the Republic of Tatarstan is at the doorstep of the largest events in its existence, the most significant of these events being re-opening of the permanent exposition.  We are hopeful that development of information technologies will secure our future successes in all spheres of museum activity.
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