“The Herbarium and Collections of the Botanic Museum of Kazan University”
Web-server and Database Compiling

	A human being is a part of a natural ecological sphere of the Earth (according to Vernadsky, the neo-sphere or the sphere of intellect). The evolution, development and existence of mankind is impossible out of nature and environment, changed by people. It concerns a material side of our life, but mainly deals with moral and ethical aspects, for a man can be a Human only when realizing himself as a part of a big “World of Life”. It goes without saying, that a civilized person won’t rashly destroy nature, transforming it into poor “environment”.   
	Knowing and respecting the laws of existence and development of various life forms is an integral feature of a civilized person and society. An important factor, which ensures high standard of mutual relation between people and nature, is natural history museums, and, particularly, the Botanical museum of the Kazan university. 	Now the access to the herbarium collections is quite limited, as a historical value of samples, their fragility and the danger of being damaged during researches, may provoke the loss of some properties or a whole unit. A lack of premises for storage and research work is also a topical problem.
	However, the access can be much easier, when using up-to-date information technologies. It gives new opportunities for the researches on the region flora, the process of flora development with temporal and spatial changes. The possibility of access also promotes the spread of information about unique natural resources of the region and the herbarium collections of the Botanical museum of the Kazan university.
The project will output the information resource, which provides access to the date-base, being constantly renovated and enriched, which includes complete characteristics of herbarium samples from collections of the Botanical museum. This resource implies summarizing and research of incoming information by Internet access. It will raise the standard of scientific investigations, popularization work, educational and profession-orientated processes, improve registration system and information service. It will also accelerate  editing catalogues, museum guides, booklets, folders, atlases, albums, species directories, etc. , and simplify the collection control. The local web-access gives an opportunity to use the information resource for educational purposes and improve professional training of students. The Internet access implies the experience sharing with the museums and higher institutions, as well as the effective search and information exchange within the world scientific community.


