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Creation of a portal for Russian humanitarian journals available via the Internet on the Russian State Library server

In 2002 the Russian State Library began to develop a portal for Russian humanitarian journals available via the Internet. The work is supported by the Russian Foundation for the Humanities.

Electronic journals on the Internet are of great value for users who are looking for online educational and scientific information. In western world thousands of electronic journals are available on publishers sites and their articles are included in a number of large aggregators databases. Special services such as Ulrich's Periodicals Directory and Publist help users to search for electronic journals on the Net. Journals descriptions in these services contain main characteristics of a journal: title, publisher, subject, availability of online version, journal URL, list of aggregators databases including journal articles and others. These services are very popular both with ordinary users and librarians responsible for journals selection and acquisition. 

In Russia e-journals become more and more widespread. Services including journal articles in their databases (such as Integrum-Techno and Public.ru) emerge. It is time now to create Russian reference services, which will help users to find information on Russian online journals. That's why the Russian State Library began to develop a portal for Russian humanitarian journals, which will enable users to get all the information on them via one access point – on the RSL server.

The first stage of the project was devoted to solving some problems, which are of great importance for the creation of effective service for searching journals. They are:

1. Development of selection criteria based on such properties as "journal – not journal", "humanitarian – not humanitarian" and "journal authority".

2. Development of the set of elements for journal description and recommendations on their use.

3. Testing of software, which enables to enter journals descriptions into the database, to administer the database and to search journals by all the description elements.

The paper presents detailed analysis of these problems and some solutions implemented in a pilot project for the portal of humanitarian journals.

