Bibliographical Databases

«Russian Writers. Poets (Soviet Period)»

Since 1977 workers of the National Library of Russia publish biographical bibliography «Russian Writers. Poets (Soviet Period)». Up to date 25 volumes were published including bibliographical chapters about the life and work of 176 poets (I. K. Avramenko — A. T. Tvardovsky).

Database management system (DBMS) Access 97 for Windows is the system of application programs designed for creation and servicing databases and the provision of multiaspect access to data and data processing. It is distinguished by handy graphical interface, flexible modification facilities (possibility to change the parameters of classification, to create and update the forms of information input and output etc.). The bibliography compilers use DBMS since 1998. Application Access 97, which is used at present, constitutes one catalogue including two management files containing requests, forms, reports (common for all bases) and files containing data lists (separately for each chapter). Access 97 enables us to perform automatically such labour-inten​sive kinds of work as classification and renumbering of bibliographical descriptions, creation of cross‑references, detection of the first publication, compilation of alphabetical index of works and so on at any stage of compiling process, and to get at the end of the work the finished files of the bibliography in text-processor Microsoft Word format which is especially valuable on compiling chapters of large amount.

Possibilities of the program allow to use the modified version of the application also on compiling indexes with different structure including for example subject and name indexes (end-to-end numeration) (bibliography «D. A. Granin»); they allow to divide it into chronological periods, to supplement, to classify, to correct, etc. (chapter «V. V. Mayakovsky. Part 2: Literature about the life and work».)

Besides, after modification databases can become the supplementary electronic product. Modified base allows making retrieval by various parameters (by the title of work or source, by heading, name index, context, etc.), as well as printing selected entries out (or into a separate text file). At present, three applications are passed to the Information-Bibliographical Division of the National Library of Russia on approbation.

In future, the group plans to convert the published volumes of the bibliography into electronic form. Conversion of the chapter «V. V. Mayakovsky. Part 1: Works» into database form became the first such attempt.

T. V. Kotova,

Senior Research Officer,

National Library of Russia

