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Printed plans and atlases in the National Library of Russia constitute one of the country's richest collection of more than 180 000 items of cartographic content published in Russia and elsewhere. Prominent among them are the plans of Saint Petersburg / Petrograd, comprising over 1000 items and providing an insight in the history of the city area over the various phases from the early days to 1917. Regular acquisition plans implemented to date allow a comprehensive perspective of recent history. Additionally, the city plans have always represented both historical and great artistic value. Plans of Petersburg in Maps collections have invariably been a major preoccupation of research.  Two volumes of the Union Catalogue of Printed Plans of Saint Petersburg, 1703—1917 were published as far back as the late 1960s, followed by three issues of the Index of Place Names in the City Plans of  Petersburg covering the period between the 18th- and early 20th century. However, the Library's project of an illustrated book for the maps is yet to be implemented.


Like other items of printed heritage, old maps are physically endangered in the course of preservation and use, and painted maps are susceptible to chemical processes in paints, requiring continuous attention of restoration specialists.


On the other hand, too many European libraries are currently facing the notorious challenge of deliberate damage or theft. The issues were addressed by a special meeting of LIBER Maps Group Conference last year.


In this case, curators have to handle persistent contradiction between the desire for adequate preservation of rare collections and access for maximum numbers of customers and users.


The only possible solution will consist in various copying, including advanced electronic versions. So the National Library of Russia is currently implementing the rare maps digitization plan. One planned outcome involves off-line illustrated e-book publication, since a paper-based multicolor edition in deluxe format would be too expensive for any domestic library to afford.


We are offering a present from the National Library of Russia for the city's anniversary, illustrated e-book published on CD-ROM and entitled Saint Petersburg. 300 Years in Plans and Maps. The publication has been prepared by the staff of NLR's Maps division and Electronic Resources section, in collaboration with the SPAERO firm providing the project hardware.


It is worth noting here that most city plans have been long referred to the limited use category, restricting access by special research. The publication will introduce the broader public to the range of Petersburg plans in the Library collections.


The album contains annotated reproductions of 118 plans of Petersburg. The topographic plans allow an insight in the history of the city area over successive phases from the early days to 1917, and the subject plans provide visual representation of the multifaceted image of this northern metropolis.


The content is subdivided in the three groups:

· plans starting from topographical surveys and published immediately. These, corrected for time,  can be regarded as more valid. They were used to produce plans containing government statistics and other more or less faithful data;

· plans representing both implemented and planned building projects. These are typical for earlier phases.

· plans resulting from various historical mapping projects. These are referred to as historical plans, i.e. representing certain stages in the city's history though produced decades after. These certainly involve the author's personal opinion. 

The accompanying descriptions include categorization for each of the plans.


The album opens with the Plan of the Area Currently Occupied by Saint Petersburg, compiled and published from data for 1698 by Baron A. Kronjort,  Commandant of Swedish fortress Nienschanz, in 1872. The Neva delta appears as wasteland (contrary to fact), with fortress walls and adjacent buildings constituting the central feature. It should be remembered that the key event preceding the foundation of the new capital city was the seizure of that fortress by Russian forces during the Northern War. The Nienschanz fortifications were then razed to the ground, and the Tar Yard [Smolianoi Dvor] substituted for the crown-work. The place is now marked with an obelisk.


Of particular value is the Chart of the Eastern Part of the Finnish Gulf dating 1703, the earliest printed map in Russia to feature the newly founded Saint Petersburg. This is also one of the first Russian charts engraved by Piter Pickart in the field engraving office established by the order of Peter I for regular reporting of the Northern War. Decorative cartouches were designed by famous engraver Adrian Schonebeck. In the contemporary tradition, they provided some important meanings. Thus the one showing Neptune and gods of the four Russian seas symbolizes addition of the Baltic to the three seas that Russia already possessed. The Baltic god holding the fish-spear and the key, illustrates the seizure of Swedish fortress Noteburg renamed as Schlüsselburg (the keytown). The Azov Sea god with the half-moon upside down on the fish-spear, stands for the victory over Turkey. The White Sea god with the harpoon represents sea fishery, and the Caspian god is accompanied with an allegoric figure of the Volga. The design is crowned with the motto: "Qvartum adjunxit tribus" (the fourth added to three). The cartouche with Fortune Goddess and motto "Fortunae prudenti" (fortune for reason) in the left upper corner contains dedication to A.D. Menshikov, Governor of Ingermanland.


The active foreign politics of Peter I, and the large-scope reforms in the country, attracted European attention to Russia and the new capital city. This was demonstrated by the fact that foreign designers made a number of plans for Petersburg. Among the more effective was probably the Topographic Description of the New Russian Capital City … published by mapmaker and engraver Johann Baptist Homann of Nuremberg during Peter's West European trips in 1716 and 1717. The plan represents both implemented (by early 1718) and prospective construction projects. In particular, streets in Vasilievsky Island are shown as designed by Italian architect Domenico Trezzini who envisaged a rectangular network of canals. Even though never implemented, the project was used in designing modern lines (streets) in Vasilievsky Island. The decorative cartouches contain a portrait of Peter I surrounded with allegoric figures, and a view of Kronschlot, the first fortification in Kronstadt town. In the upper left corner, there is a map of the Neva River from the Ladoga Lake to the Gulf of Finland, with an allegoric figure of St. Peter the Apostle, the holy patron of the city.


Measuring surveys over the city area were undertaken by Petersburg Academy of Sciences since 1729, eventually resulting in a faithful record of implemented building projects and the first registered main plan, the Plan of Imperial Capital City Saint Petersburg compiled in 1737 (St. P., 1741). The plan clearly identifies the prospective arterial roads: the Grand Neva Perspective (Nevsky Prospect), the Intermediate Perspective (Gorokhovaia St.), and the Liteinaia Street (Liteiny Prospect). The extant Ligovski Canal is also indicated, supplying water for Summer Garden fountains, as well as the only pontoon bridge across the Neva. The plan was engraved by engraver H.J. Unverzagt for Academy of Sciences Engraving Chamber and published in 1741 as part of illustrated Chambers of Academy of Sciences, Library and Curiosity Chamber in Saint Petersburg (St.P., 1741).


Jubilee celebrations in the city were first held in 1753. The occasion, for the glory and honor of Russian Empire, was to be accompanied with a new plan of Saint Petersburg, the well-recognized masterpiece of Russian engraving art. The plan was produced by Academy of Sciences Geographical Department team under junior scientific assistant  I.F. Truscott. This showed, like the Homann plan, in addition to implemented construction projects, some prospective sites and lost structures. The plan reported significant changes since the 1737 plan of Petersburg. A third avenue, the Intermediate Perspective (now Gorokhovaia Street), paving the way between the two existing Nevski and Voznesenski prospects, completed the three-radial pattern of the city center surviving today. It was the 1753 Plan that sealed the rigid and reasonable design of the northern capital. The plan was decorated after the design of Academician Jacob Stehlin and engraved under I. Sokolov at Academy of Sciences Engraving Chamber.


In addition to great practical value, maps were often used in interior decoration and thus produced both on paper and porcelain for the purposes. One example is a miniature engraving, 8 cm in diameter, made by Parisian craftsman P.F. Tardie and set in mahogany. This is a true copy of Russian 1790 plan. The plan of Moscow was engraved simultaneously. Both miniatures were acquired in Paris by publisher A. Ilyin, head of the well-known Cartographic establishment.


While everyone knows A.S. Pushkin's poem The Bronze Rider, almost no one, even among residents of Petersburg, has seen the original plan of that notorious flood described by the poet. The plan was compiled by engraver and publisher A. Savinkov, employee of His Imperial Majesty's Map Depot established by the decree of Paul I in 1797. The areas flooded in 1824 are painted blue. Several city sights are represented along the edges, including the first Imperial (now Russian National) Library building.


Because the rapid urban development required more faithful mapping, military authorities started large-scale topographic surveys in the early 19th century. The findings were used to produce one of the most detailed (42 m to 1 cm) published plans of Petersburg over the history of cartographic projects for the city. This is the Petersburg Plan for 1828 compiled under Major-General Fedor Fedorovich Schubert,  chief surveyor for Saint-Petersburg Province and commander of Russian Military Topographers Corps. The plan details design characteristics for each building, showing yards, grills, pavements, milestones, rivers, channels, canals, ponds, bogs, alleys, gardens, and even some, probably more important, pools. This is an outstanding specimen of 19th-century cartographic production of great historic value. As the plan is too big to include in the e-book reproduce as a whole, the NLR's Maps division provides access to an electronic copy of complete 1828 plan for the customers.


Public carriages first used in Petersburg for purposes of public conveyance in 1847, originally, took passengers along Nevsky Prospect to Angliiskaia Embankment. The successful initiative resulted in more lines established and appropriate maps produced.


In the context of judicial reform in Russia and police reform in Saint Petersburg in 1866, the Plan of Metropolitan Arbitration Region was compiled, indicating police stations and districts. The Plan was accompanied with detailed lists of police offices, post offices, city telegraph stations, public notaries, investigators, bailiffs, and district barristers.


By the second part of the 19th century Petersburg emerged as a major European city. At the same time, the population was re-distributed and re-classed across the city districts. This governed the need for various statistical surveys, often accompanied with mapping. One of the published series, supplementing the volume on Saint Petersburg. Surveys of Metropolitan History, Topography and Statistics (St.P., 1868), clearly demonstrates the spatial distribution of residents by a number of demographic characteristics (gender, ethnic, class, confessional and others).


An interesting statistical plan was published in the Illustrated Book of Maps and Diagrams for the Manufacturing, Sales and Consumption of Wine and Beer (St.P., 1905), illustrating wine consumption in Saint Petersburg for over 3 thousand public houses operating by the early 20th century. Color ground is used for vodka and diagram columns for wine consumption. In 1903, the list for per capita wine consumption is lead by 2nd Spassky district with 3.5 pails, due to multiple trading and production facilities in the area.


To promote knowledge of the city among the general public, plans were also printed as postcards. The e-book contains specimens produced by A. Ilyin's cartographic establishment, a pioneer of postcard publishing in Russia. The series involved was published for St. Eugenia Community, a Russian Red Cross charity.


Also of considerable interest are the city plans illustrating changes in the city during the past 20s and 30s. Among them is the Plan of Leningrad City from Recent Official Sources (L., 1922-1925).


The still topical issue of periodical flooding in Leningrad is addressed by a map included in the Atlas of Leningrad Region and Karelian ASSR (L., 1934), indicating submerged areas for water level 4, 2.5, and 1.5 m above the ordinary, and containing graphical displays of data for water rising over 163 cm (above zero) during forced floods between 1703 and 1932.


The major attention among the materials related to the Great Patriotic War commands a copy of the Plan of Leningrad produced in Germany in 1941. This locates 556 military facilities (barracks, arsenals, staff-quarters), and numerous industrial and transport facilities. The plan provides ample evidence of fascist forces prepared to wage war against the USSR.


The current image of the city is illustrated by Saint Petersburg Panorama 1997, representing a bird's-eye view of the city center.


The concluding Map of Saint Petersburg City Center issued by Karta, Ltd. in 2002 was compiled by school pupils in the cartographic expedition sponsored by City Center for Junior Creative Work, and intended for visitors in the city. The major sights and architectural monuments are shown in perspective and supplemented with additional tourist information, in particular including suggested walking tours of the city.


Detailed description of all materials involved is impossible within the limited scope of this paper. However, two fine historical series, by A.A. Mayer and N.I. Tsylov, are worth mentioning. The former, Historical Plans of Saint Petersburg Capital City between 1714 and 1839 (St.P., 1843) resulted from significant work to discover all the plans, drawings and building designs for Saint Petersburg since the foundation days. The latter, Plans of St. Petersburg for 1700, 1705, 1725, 1738, 1756, 1777, 1799, 1840 and 1849, supplementing 13 metropolitan sectors for 1853 (St.P., 1853), was compiled by a recognized expert in Saint Petersburg studies and covers the 150-year period. The three revolutions, the siege and the liberation of the city – all these are represented in adequate cartographic material. One can only mention some more important subjects relating to aspects of city life, made available in this CD publication. Among them are sanitary conditions, civil construction plans, sewerage and lighting, facilities, special plans for public carriage drivers, pre-Revolutionary underground development projects, location of police stations, fire stations, even public houses, contemporary environmental conditions, and many others.


To conclude this specific tours of past and present Petersburg, one should add that the book provides a scaling function to enlarge the images and detail the plans. In some cases, this may provide detailed view almost unavailable in the original. Additionally, there are searching options by author, publisher, dates and subject.

