“Informational Resource of Women’s Non-Profit Organization

as Socio-Cultural System”

Presentation for Section
“Information Society and Communications Problems”

Natallia Khaziayeva, 

Director of a Belarusian organization “Women’s Business and Art Cooperation”,
competitor of the Department of Philosophy and Culturology, 

National Institute for Higher Education, Belarusian State University.
Tel/Fax: (+ 375 17) 284–0833  

E-mail: nkhaziayeva@mail.ru
http://sunlight.iatp.by
Tatyana Pytel,

IATP-Belarus Interim Training Coordinator

Internet Access and Training Program (IATP)

Telephone: (375) (17) 283-1410

Fax: (375) (17) 283-1409

E-mail: ttt@iatp.by
http://www.iatp.by
Introduction.

Development of modern information technologies today is inseparable from a social-cultural paradigm of our development.   Spiritual-moral reference points in a modern society in many respects are influenced by images of multimedia products, audio, video production and, undoubtedly, by virtual Internet resources. They give unlimited opportunities both for self-expression and self-education, for virtual on-line and off-line dialogue.
Internet today carries out a lot of informational, educational, communication, entertaining functions.   It is also very important to keep the best traditions of spiritual-moral education that involves cultural values and musical, theatrical, graphical and other genres of art. Equally important is the process of learning daily culture that covers education, work, business, personal relations, communication and leisure.  Activity in this direction is not limited only to the efforts of official educational facilities. It also extends in a public sector.  Public sector influence carries the function of strengthening our society, as well as helping to improve its moral and culture.
The social and cultural situation that developed in the beginning of the 21st century, dictates that a person should see a variety of cultural sources, can apprehend the best, be skilful enough to apply his knowledge in the society, can become harmonious, active and creative person. Creation of a socio-cultural system in the World Wide Web with give the target group of individuals necessary professional information and moral reference points.  It will form a community of people living on the basis of these reference points and receiving significant moral satisfaction from it.  Such a project, in my opinion, deserves careful attention and further development.

Description of the project.


The web site "Sunlight of Hope" (http://sunlight.iatp.by) was created in May 2001 to reflect the activity of the Belarusian Women's Organization "Women's Business and Art Cooperation". Today it is one of the leading nongovernmental women's organizations of Belarus.  Main focus of the organization is on cultural and educational activities and development of the business and creative initiative of women. On a regular basis there are educational lectures, seminars, trainings, presentations, masters-classes, fairs and exhibitions of women's art, celebratory evenings, musical and literary meetings. There are several "clubs" within the organization: "Circle of Wishes", "Inspiration", "World History of Art", "World Around of Us", "World Art Culture", "Musical ark", "Family matters",  parlor "Meeting with You". Creation and development of the web-site "Sunlight of Hope" is one of many projects.  Launch of this Internet resource was a significant event for Belarusian women's community. There are very few web site on by.net that are created by nongovernmental women's organizations.  This information resource is not only a reflection of the activity of the women's organization, but also represents a socio-cultural on-line system. This system enables women-users to learn  modern approaches of history and  philosophy of women's movement; as well as define their own problems, and look for ways to solve them.


Development of this web site proves the theory of the modern women's and gender studies.  It encourages search for new cultural identity of the Belarusian women, breaking   traditional cultural and social stereotypes of women's role in the society,  forming strong active life and public position. The concept of a site is to create such a structural division of the  web resource which would reflect the vigorous activity of the female organization in off-line mode and would invite users to interactive dialogue. Because of that,  there are seven different pages for each of the club, separate pages like  "Photo Gallery", "Art Casket", calendar of "Most important dates of the women's history". Everything that is posted on the  a web-site has to do with deep layers of a woman's nature, search for new forms of self-expression, self-education and interesting dialogue. It is an opportunity to all of us to reflect on our role in the society, about women's history.


Web site's technical advantages include pleasant and user-friendly deign, interesting structuring,  use of such tools of modern information technologies as programming languages HTML, PHP, JavaScript, language of databases MYSQL.

Conclusion.

Information society and communications problems are part of the socio-cultural situation developed in the beginning of the 21st century.  Position and role of a woman is changing because the society is now accepting woman's personality and her creative beginning.  We are overcoming gender stereotypes and comprehend a new cultural role of a woman in our society.

Progressiveness of women's movement in social development leads to the positive results achieved by women’s organizations working towards creating conditions for self-realization and discovering internal potential of women.  Woman’s life becomes more interesting; it extends beyond the traditional circle limited to housework and family.  Learning through Internet allows a woman to realize her creative and personal potential in professional and social growth.  It assists her in finding new horizons, new space.

Many women-users of the web resource “Sunlight of Hope” (http://sunlight.iatp.by) learned new skills, raised their self-esteem, and changed attitude to themselves. 

Step by step, realizing herself as a Person, a woman learns to be assertive, stand by her rights and advantages, and realize opportunities for new cultural identity. Development and support of such information resource is important for Belarusian women.  It brings a great opportunity to join a socio-cultural space where women can obtain new knowledge, expand their outlook, come closet to understanding of women’s problems, to become active participants of new social changes.
