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ADIT and CIDOC: from mutual interest to joint projects

In 2003 CIDOC is 40 years of age, and ten years have passed since Russian specialists for the first time participated in the CIDOC Conference. At the CIDOC’2003 Conference in Brazil Mr. Andrew Roberts, the CIDOC President from 1989 up to 1995 presented essay about longstanding CIDOC activity
. It suggested me an idea to compare the way traversed by CIDOC and ADIT and to analyze their interaction.

About the CIDOC birth Mr. A. Robers writes: “The committee had become active in 1963, when members of the ICOM secretariat, UNESCO staff and a few museum professionals began to advocate the development of national and international documentation standards and national inventories. It was much too early to think of national databases, with computers in their infancy, but there was a recognition that there was great potential in museums working together to develop common approaches to documentation, which could help promote museums and protect their collections. UNESCO convened a meeting of experts in Barcelona in 1967, which agreed to encourage individual countries to develop national inventories. The report on this meeting provided the impetus for CIDOC becoming the forum to debate documentation standards and collaborative projects.”
In Russia the first experiments with the computer have been made in 1978 in State Hermitage and State Russian Museums. Towards the beginning of 1990th many Russian Museums used the Computer Collection Management Systems. In the beginning of1990th some specialists from Russian Museums  gathered to help each other and exchange professional information. In 1993, the Russian specialists were invited by Mr. A.Roberts to participate at the CIDOC Conference in Lubliana; we presented the Russian experience for our foreign colleagues, and we could estimate the level of IT in European Museums.

The conference experience got a new impulse for Russian activity. In 1996 the Association for Documentation and Information Technology in Museums ADIT Constituent Conference has been hold in the Tretiakov Gallery. Born about thirty years after CIDOC birthday, ADIT has been created as a professional association to crack the same problems as CIDOC had; ADIT was designed as a “cast from CIDOC”. It has the same forms of activity: information interchange, workshops and conferences. The main form of mutual relation was participation in CIDOC Conferences and interchange of experience.

Some years later ADIT activity as an association could not satisfy its members any more, and in  2000 ADIT was reorganized in the Non-Profit Partnership with open entry. The main goals of new ADIT have been proclaimed at the 5th Annual Conference in Tula in the document “The Strategy of Development”, and one of the goals was “Integration in International Programmes”. 

The first time the idea to implement the joint project “CIDOC Conference in Russia” has been suggested at the conference in Nuernberg in 1997, and it was meet with approval with the CIDOC Board. Than, after discussions  in London and in Ottava, it has been officially declared at the CIDOC’2002 in Brazil that the next conference will be hold in Russia, in St. Petersburg, at the State Russian Museum and State Hermitage, and the Conference format will be CIDOC/ADIT’2003.

 It is a great honor for ADIT to be  one of the Conference organizers. ADIT will do his best  that the ADIT-CIDOC Joint Project will satisfy the highest international standard.

� Andrew Roberts THE CIDOC EXPERIENCE AND THE CHALLAGES OF DOCUMENTATION. 





