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Multimedia Electronic Editions

Yaroslavl Demidov State University doing several projects together with the Yaroslavl Museum-Preserve of History and Architecture, Yaroslavl Art Museum, during the last several years produced some multimedia compact discs such as “Yaroslavl Iconpainting”, “Yaroslavl Churches Wallpainting”, “ The Tale of the Host of Igor ” and some others. These compact discs are one of the variants of the electronic book, and our experience of producing and selling electronic editions lets us reason about their advantages and disadvantages in comparison with books on paper. Let us call an electronic book any information on any media, which is to be viewed by means of universal or particularized computers.
Why do we produce such electronic books? Do they find a market? What are their advantages? What are their disadvantages? What are the difficulties? To tell the truth there are no definite answers on these questions. It is possible only to give answers that reflect a modern level of science and technique development. 
Why? There are several reasons. We must admit that the main reason is cheapness. Electronic books are cheaper (as a rule) or much cheaper than paper books. The cost of edition of a richly illustrated electronic book is 30-40 cents for an exemplar without covers and packing and so on.  Electronic editions allow cutting down publishing expenses and therefore we shall be forced to read electronic books instead of paper ones. Presently practically all the manuals of the electronic equipment, software are presented on electronic media. Attempts to create particularized devices for reading fiction are done. Electronic file storages of literary works are very large. Another reason is compactness of the editions, accessibility, search efficiency and some others, but they are secondary in comparison with cost.
Do they find a market? Our sales experience lets us answer this question – yes, they do find a market. And the demand depends on the level of provision the people with computers, which is directly connected with the income level. In particular, our electronic editions are sold only in Yaroslavl for the present and bought mainly by the guests of our city: the foreigners, the tourists from Moscow and St. Petersburg. Locals buy fewer discs, but still buy. It should be noticed that sales level increases every year.
What are the disadvantages? We shall not discuss the destructive influence of computers on health – it decreases every year. Reading itself is destructive to health. The main danger is unlimited belief of users – not specialists in computers. The world of computers and IT-business is very complicated, and the main its principles are not the principles of convenience, reliability and minimal harm. We think that the main danger is the fact that electronic editions live less than paper ones. It is connected both with the type of media – information should be rewritten every five-ten years, and the format type.  It may happen that in 30-40 years you will not be able to read the information.
What are the advantages? Is there anything positive except of money question? Certainly, there is. First of all it is multimedia attracting buyer’s attention at present. It allows combining text, images, hypertext, sound and video in electronic edition. Possibly, in the nearest future we shall include smells and tactile feelings into this list. Electronic edition capabilities in the field of search are unique. Any researcher who worked, for example, with the Bible in two languages will prefer to use electronic Bible, and leave paper Bible for evening reading. Online help, glossaries, different reference information, presented on the screen, make using electronic books more efficient than paper ones.
We will not discuss advantages and disadvantages of electronic books in detail, as it is a topic of a wide research. Authors of this article are specialists in the field of electronics, and first of all we would like to show the disadvantages of using electronic books. In the nearest future they will not replace paper books, but can be very useful in some spheres of work and entertainment.
You can find information about our projects in this field on the site of the Centre of New Information Technologies www.cnit.uniyar.ac.ru and on the site of the Yaroslavl Demidov State University www.uniyar.ac.ru. 

