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KAMIS

Integrated Automated Museum Information System

KAMIS is an advanced network museum information system offering the solution of a wide range of museum problems: inventory and conservation, cataloguing, preparation of exhibitions and expositions, etc. 

The system is being used at more than 60 Russian museums including the State Russian Museum, the Russian Ethnography Museum, the State Tretyakov Gallery, the Vladimiro-Suzdal Preserve Museum, the State Russian Conservation Center, the State Fine Arts Museum, the Preserve Museums “Moscow Kremlin”, “Rostov Kremlin”, “Pavlovsk”, “Gatchina”, “Yasnaya Polyna” etc. 

There are about 1,500,000 museum objects stored in KAMIS databases.

By means of the KAMIS:

· A through inventory of loans in and out and movements of museum objects is maintained, and inventory and conservation documentation is executed.

· Logbooks are kept (of accessions, temporary deposits, and inventories).

· Search and references on accounting information are provided.

· Collations of museum collections are carried out.

· Museum collection databases are developed, including texts and images (card systems of objects, authors, exhibitions and literature, terminological and topical thesauruses).

· Quick search and extraction of data by various attributes and their combinations are provided.

· Inventory cards, scientific passports, various kinds of lists and catalogues are prepared.

· All outgoing documents of the KAMIS system can be generated both in the text format and in the form of Word documents.

· Electronic on-line publications in the HTML format are prepared.

· Any query results from the KAMIS databases can be exported into various customized formats, such as text, dbf or XML.

· The necessary data can be passed to regional and federal information centers, or be presented in Internet.

· The KAMIS-WEB software provides museum data loading into a summarized database on a Web-server, facilitating public access to text and images information (http://www.collections.spb.ru, http://culture.yar.ru/museum/index, http://Rmuseum.orbis.spb.ru ).

The KAMIS is a flexible adjustable system. This enables to:

· Adapt the system to the use at museums of different types and sizes.

· Develop an automated document turnover technology being handy for museums.

· Differently describe objects from different funds forming a card with the necessary set of any attributes.

· Develop thesauruses needed for the description of objects and their classification.

· Design formats of lists, cards, catalogues and registration documents.

The simplicity, convenience and orientation to the museum specifics make the system a handy tool in the daily work of fund conservators and researchers.

At present, AltSoft offers two versions of KAMIS:

KAMIS 3.0 is the widest-used museum system. It ensures automation of all essential aspects of museum activities. The system is implemented on a FOXPRO Data Base Management System in file-server architecture. KAMIS 3.0 may be operated either on individual computers or in a local network, in DOS and Windows versions. It is intended for museums with a small and homogeneous collection. 

KAMIS 2000 is the most powerful museum system. It is based on an advanced Oracle DBMS in client-server architecture, and ensures automation of all essential aspects of a museum’s informational activities. It is intended for mediums-size, large-size, and specialized museums. Today, this system is used in 10 museums of Russia, and by the end of 2001, it will have been installed in 11 more museums

Features of KAMIS 2000.

1. Simultaneous operation of an unlimited number of workstations in the network, with the master data base of any desired capacity, with high reliability, safety, and fail-safe operation rates. 
2. Fast data search and retrieval. 
3. Integrated card files maintained for:

· Objects

· Persons, such as authors, donors/loaners, employees of the museum and other organizations, etc.

· Organizations, such as manufacturers, museums, exhibit halls, restorer companies etc. 

· Exhibitions

· Publications

· Documents

4. Any hierarchy directories and thesauruses may be used in descriptions of museum articles. 
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