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1. Urgency of the theme.
Music has always been and still remains to be an important means of communication in the life of mankind. And, above all, already at the earliest stages of human development, sounds have played the sacral, divine role, - from the very beginning the music has served to the higher beginnings. With the help of singing, melody, harmonious consonance, people have the gift to express and understand the most concealed dreams, secret impulses, reverence and love, which is impossible to express by any words.
The spirit of the Russian people, the basis of its cultural life has been formed by the Orthodox perception. For a long period of time the Psalm-book and the Book of Hours were the first textbooks, the "door" to civilisation. And it is not a surprise that it were the church tunes which accompanied the Russian man at every important moment of his life. They reflected the depths of the internal world, shades of feelings and the very spirit of the Russian man.
For a thousand-year history of Christianity in Russia, the Orthodox Church has accumulated the huge experience of singing a cappella, since the human voice, by its impression, cannot be surpassed by any musical instrument. Through the centuries, the surprisingly beautiful singing reaches us, the diversity, refinement and completeness of their melodies maze us.
Unfortunately, these riches remain to be "locked" for many people, even for experts. In the daily today's practice, in Orthodox temples there mainly sounds only the late sacred music (end of XIX century), and frequently it is not the best samples, and it is limited by the framework of the church use. Therefore, many people hearing in the temple, for instance, the "line" singing, perceive it as something deeply alien to the Russian orthodox tradition, and the very idea, that the singing, which they got used to hearing in the church now, was formed under the influence of the West-European Catholic music, seems to many people plainly blasphemous. 
Development of the Russian sacred music was complex and multiform, it absorbed a lot from the global musical culture – Polish, Italian, etc. However, in the XIX century it turned back to the most ancient Russian singing. This played a huge role in the creative work of many Russian composers, in particular, such world-wide geniuses as Chaikowsky and Rakhmaninov. 
The seventy years' period of the official domination of atheism, when even any mentioning about the Russian sacred music was banned, has brought its "contribution" into education of generations who did not know the sources of culture, including the Russian sacred music. Not a vary long time ago many leading choir collectives of our country, in order to convey the high samples of national choral culture to the listener, had to perform sacred music written by great Russian composers without words, - as, for instance, the choir conducted by Yurlov performed the motet by Rakhmaninov "To you shall we sing" - without text, with closed mouths, naming it "A song without words".
It should be noted that in the context of the global art and universal culture the orthodox choral singing occupies the unique and quite significant place, which importance cannot be overestimated.
1.1. Goals and objectives of the project. 
In the light of everything stated above, one can speak with complete clearness about the problems arising from it. First, about the necessity of popularisation of the riches of Russian spiritual musical heritage - from old Russian church singing up to "parts" polyphonic singing of Peter's times. Second, about the expressed need for a wide access to theoretical and practical study of this huge layer of musical culture both for experts and all those interested.
For solution of these problems, the multimedia studio has suggested the project, which purpose is creation of the multimedia Internet-based learning aid on the history and theory of Russian sacred music.
Realisation of the grant was proposed in the form of an information WWW-resource with application of the state-of-the-art network interactive technologies, such as Java. 
The grant was focused on its application in the area of distance learning of students of musical educational institutions and all those who wish to improve their knowledge in the area of Russian and world musical culture.

2. Existing theoretical and practical experience facilitating implementation of the project 

2.1. CD-ROM "My voice shalt thou hear..."- content basis of the project. 
In 1996, the multimedia studio of Novgorod State University issued the CD-ROM "My voice shalt thou hear..". This unique work on the Russian multimedia market was devoted to the history of development of Orthodox choral singing and represented the multifaceted review of the Orthodoxy through the prism of musical culture. The studio gathered quite an extensive material by this theme. The CD-ROM contained the following sections:
· History of Orthodox choral singing;
· Motets of Christian holidays and liturgies;
· Library of notes of spiritual pieces.
· Composers of the Russian sacred music;
· Dictionary of the church/musical terms.
The last two sections are almost unique. During their compilation the difficult-to-access sources from the funds of the library of St.-Petersburg Spiritual Academy were used.
It should be specially emphasised, that by efforts of employees of the Department of Romanic and German philology of Novgorod State University, the main sections of this CD-ROM have been translated into English, which has significantly expanded the number of users.
Despite the fact that this work had informational and presentation character, it has aroused considerable interest among professionals. 
At the same time, further study of this issue has revealed, that the authors tackled only the top of an iceberg. Numerous responses allowed to understand the first-priority need of main consumers - students and teachers of educational musical and culture-learning institutions and others.
An essential drawback of this work is the absence of methodical study of the material, to allow using this CD-ROM as the learning aid. The limited circulation of this disk made for the necessity of realisation of the considerably modified Internet version of this CD-ROM for the purpose of distance learning of the wide audience of users.
As the result, the contents of the CD-ROM "My voice shalt thou hear..." became the approved basis of the contents of the proposed project "Information WWW-resource «History and theory of Russian sacred music: multimedia Internet-based learning aid».
2.2. CD-ROM "Lord Novgorod-the-Great" - software of the project
A notable stage in the development of multimedia products by the Novgorod University became the issuance in 1999 of Java version of the CD-ROM "Lord Novgorod-the-Great". During implementation of this work the multimedia studio of the Novgorod University realised the concept of a multimedia CD-ROM on the basis of the most advanced Internet technology - Java technology. The main advantage of such approach is sharing of interactive multimedia CD-ROM and telecommunication Internet technologies in one software product.
The program modules developed for the CD-ROM "Lord Novgorod-the-Great" became the program basis for the suggested project "Information WWW-resource «History and theory of Russian sacred music: multimedia Internet-based learning aid».
It was supposed, that these modules in the new project will be considerably modified with orientation to functions necessary for the distance learning systems.
2.3. Highly professional choir collective as the audio component of the project
Preparation of sound materials was entrusted to the skilled and highly professional choral collective - choir of the Novgorod society of Christian culture and arts named after Anthony-the-Roman. The purpose of this collective is the propagation of Russian sacred music of different centuries and styles.
The choir of the Society of Anthony-the-Roman performs the active concert and educational work in Great Novgorod and the region, propagating the Russian sacred music of different centuries and styles. The choir is the constant participant of annual choral concerts, became the winner of several international festivals. In 1995 the choir of the Society named after Anthony-the-Roman was the 1st prise winner at the 14th  International festival of sacred music in Poland (city of Hainowka), then, the next year, 1996, the choir was invited to the 15th  festival as the laureate.
In 1998, the choir participated in the 5th International choral competition in Italy (city Riva del Guardia), where it won the 2nd place and received the silver diploma.
The choir also took part in creation of the CD-ROM "My voice shalt thou hear...", where 45 minutes of choir singing has been recorded - pieces of sacred music of ancient and modern composers.
2.4. Advantage of Novgorod region in coverage of the offered subjects

It is necessary to emphasise the importance of this project for Veliky Novgorod - city with a thousand-year-old culture. Novgorod singing school is the most ancient in Russia. In the beginning of XVI century it amazed the tzar Ivan the Terrible by its maturity and high skill. It was this school that gave the basis to the Moscow singing school, from which later the Petersburg school was formed. The ancient Novgorod, by virtue of its political, commercial and cultural connections with the West, which undoubtedly expanded the musical and cultural horizons of its dwellers, gave rise to such unique phenomenon as the first Russian church polyphony - "line" singing, which since XVI century sounded in St.Sofia cathedral in Novgorod. And since XVII century in Veliky Novgorod, patriarch Nikon (the then metropolitan of Novgorod) introduced the new "part" singing, the centre of which became the Novgorod Iversky monastery. 
Methods and stages of works.
Proceeding from the above, for realisation of the project it was supposed to carry out the following works:
· Development of methodological part, which allows to use informational material as the interactive learning aid and to complement the theoretical part with description of each ancient singing (with audio examples).;
· Coverage of cultural and international connections of the Russian musical traditions, historical and international parallels (with audio samples);
· Selection and digitisation of musical fragments for complete classification of singing pieces and samples of singing;
· Revision of program modules, proceeding from the selected distance learning methodology;
· Conversion of the existing files of the CD-ROM "My voice shalt thou hear..." into the new format aimed for the Internet;
· Editing and assembling of prepared components into one product;
· Preliminary placing of the finished product on the Internet with the purpose of approbation;
· Making corrections on the basis of responses of users and realisation of advertising and information campaign.
Conclusion
Realisation of the project has wide perspectives as the means of training and propagation of knowledge not only as a learning aid for musicology, but also for history, religion, culture, etc. This is confirmed by the opinion about the section "History of Orthodox choral singing" of the CD-ROM «My voice shalt thou hear...» of the manager of chanter department at the St.-Petersburg Theological Academy, M.I.Vashchenko: "It precisely reflects all historical periods of the singing art... The huge layer of thematic material has been well investigated, and is stated in an interesting and popular form... It confirms this by the skilful use of philosophical rules in the area of church singing art...".
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