ELLECTRONIC GOGOLIAN

(on the materials of “The Gogol House”, City Library )

Almost 20 years has past since the first CD-ROM was produced in Japan in 1985. Since than full-text electronic documents have become a usual thing and were widely spread in libraries all over the world. Today this fact amuses no one, as the main advantage of media is it’s multiform nature, an opportunity to grand users not only printed sources, but also other not less important means of information: television, video, audio, slides and, of course, digital books.



Many disks contain today whole cultural layers, which represent masterpieces of art, literature, and music at the same time, and providing with all these a complex emotional influence on a user. CD-ROM cannot completely force out and substitute a printed source, as communication with a book, especially old one, as previous, contains aesthetic pleasure, because of which, apart from his informational needs, a reader takes a book in his hands.


Besides that, not everyone likes to read from a screen of a computer or a notebook. Nevertheless, electrical full-text documents effectively add to the funds of many very different libraries, especially public, oriented to a wide range of readers. They are compact and therefore convenient in moving, easy to copy and provide safety of a book in its original. This regards first of all rare books issued long ago or published in small circulations.


Today one can go to a conference in other country and bring with himself collection of works of a classic writer in 20 volumes on an optical compact disc. Thanks to the inquire-searching apparatus, electrical issue is easy to use: you can quickly compare references with a text; get necessary comments; look through illustrations. Having a full-text database, a library can immediately deliver documents to any place of the world and become a large cultural center, which aims to help population to adapt the modern types of information, to move from a society of information to a society of knowledge. Because it is not enough to get necessary information: you should be able to use it sufficiently in order to create a new knowledge on its basis.


Though in the present time business information is preferred, there are many   public libraries in Russia, which devote theirselves to the values of spiritual culture: classic literature, history, and art. Possessing the richest funds, these libraries use optical compact discs to save, add and popularize their wealth.


One of this libraries is “ The Gogol House”, Library&Museum, situated in the very center of Moscow - in the building of an old private house, monument of architecture of 18-19 centuries in Empire style (Nikitsky Boulevard 7a). The history of this memorial culture center is connected with the name of a genuine classic writer.


N.Gogol spent in the house in Nikitsky the last four years of his life, from 1848 till 1852. At the same time the private house belonged to a family of a count A.Tolstoy, a statesman, with whom the writer got acquainted and became friends in Paris in 1843. The evidence of their deep sincere friendship serve seven letters “Chosen places from the correspondence with friends”, addressed to the count (more, than to anyone else). Alexandr Petrovich and his wife Georgian princess Anna Georgievna were very religious people, they were in so-named “spiritual marriage”, and though they were well-to-do, they lived very modest and even ascetic.  


 The Tolstoys sheltered Nikolai Vasiljevich with all their heart; they gave him two rooms on the ground floor. Now, the memorial rooms of Gogol are situated there, where according to the memories of contemporaries, the original interior of the first half of the 19 centure, and more than hundred and a half years ago, they were receiving room and cabinet of the writer. Exactly hear, at the night of 1852, 10 days before his death, Gogol burnt the second volume of “ The Dead Souls”, considering that his work is not perfect and would bring more harm, than use.


Nevertheless this house became native for him, Anna Georgievna played the piano, and he listened to her play with pleasure and spent with her all his free time. Gogol’s funds of the library contain note-album, which, according to the old-story, belonged to the countess.


 In the house on Nikitsky Gogol created, thought, prayed, and received guests. Here he worked at “Thoughts about God’s Liturgy” and later annihilated volume of “Dead Souls”. With Alexandr Petrovich, as a close friend, Gogol shared his creative ideas. The Tolstoy’s family was able to create quite atmosphere for his work, they looked after him when he was ill, invited for consulting the best doctors of that time.


The reason of Gogol’s death is unknown till present time. Though different versions were proposed: from stomach typhus to meningitis. But one thing is evident: on the contrary to gossips about Gogol’s madness, the writer died in completely healthy mind and in brightened state of spirit. 


 The Library&Museum, named after the writer, carefully keeps in it’s walls all, that contained the house in the early times, in order a reader, coming here, came at the same time into the 19 centure and as a guest entered count Tolstoy’s house.  This is a singular, remained place in Moscow where Gogol lived, and exactly that is why it is necessary to reconstruct the private house in the kind it was in Gogol’s period.


Now the Library&Museum works at reconstruction and restoring of the house, at recreating of interiors and atmosphere of the first part of the 19 centure.  At the same time modernization of technology process takes place, which gives an opportunity to rework and save an informational current as well as with the help of modern searching methods to answer requires of users and to realize educational functions, peculiar to cultural institute.

First of all it is digitization of the most reading Russian classics abroad – Pushkin, Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevskii, Chehov, and modern authors as well.

The personality of N.Gogol, dramaturge of his life and work make up the library image, its unique Slavic look and character. By efforts of many collaborators the so-called core of the unique book collection – Gogolian is formed. This particularized scientific fund, which is interesting mainly to researcher-philologists, consists of his lifetime publications, his full collection of works, fundamental works on his biography and literary heritage.

More than 200 rare books, many of which, some time before, were possible to find only in the Russian National Library, make the basis of its «core». The Gogol’s library constantly enriches its scientific fund, ordering books in second-hand bookshops and cooperating with large publishing house, which specializes in publishing the production of humanitarian field. Simultaneously, with obtaining printed sources transfer of Gogolian into electronic sources is carried out.

Among digital publications, kept in the fund of the library, the rare books published before the October Revolution deserve special attention: for example, “The experience of N.V. Gogol’s biography including up to 40 his letters” (1854), “The Sketch-book of Gogol’s types using        P. Boklevskii’s illustrations” (1889), V.A. Zhukovskii “The album of the exhibition in memory of N.V. Gogol” (1902), “Gogol’s days in Moscow” (1909), “From the family chronicle of Gogol-Golovny O.V.” (1909), and also Gogol’s studies of the previous years: B.S. Znamenkov “Gogol in Moscow” (1954), professor I.D. Ermakov “Essays on analysis of N.V. Gogol’s work” (unknown year). The electronic version of publications is made by ProSoft.

The library also publishes materials of annual international conferences that traditionally take place in Gogol’ House. Using the materials of the First, Second, Third readings collections of reports have been published. Publishing house “The Book House University” undertook issue and digitization of the books, which now exist on optical CDs in the fund.

Digital version of the collection of reports from the First readings has already found its users, because using branchy enquiry-searching system anyone who likes can familiarize himself with the text he needs, illustration, and comments. To get the information it is necessary to choose the required point of menu and activate it. Having looked through the scientific report, you may inquire information about the author, publishers, comments, and an appropriate text of Gogol at once.

Almost all works of the writer, mentioned by the reporters present at the disk as full-text documents: “ Evenings in the Village near Dikanka” (both parts), “Old-time landowner”, “Taras Bulba”, “Vii”, “The Story About the Quarrel of Ivan Ivanovich with Ivan Nikiforovich”, Nescient Prospectus”, “The Nose”, “The Portrait”, “The Shinel”, “Dead Souls”, “The Diary of a Madman”. In the electronic version it’s possible to use rubrics “contents”, “summary”, (contents in English), “Gogol’s readings”, “Gogol’s library”, “The Book House University”, “Texts of Gogol”, “About authors”, “Commentary” and others. To get the full idea of a conference, the library or a book there is the Program of the First and Second Readings, photocollage, speech of welcome of Culture Minister M.E. Shvidkoy and Foreword to the collection. All the nuances of polygraph design of the publication are described page by page.

This is an example of using rubrics. We find report of V.A. Voropaev, look through the report, the main information about the author, commentary to the whole report, commentaries to the each page, short summary of the report in English. To familiarize with all this information reader may in random order, every time choosing the necessary point of menu.

Separately in folder Pics the bloc of illustration is presented: portraits of reporters, bibliographic description of the collection in card variant, title-page, the last page, book jacket, and also photos made during conference. If you are interested in the Memorial rooms of N.V. Gogol, its photos including interior fragments (for example, the famous fireplace, where the second book of incomplete “Dead Souls” was burnt) you may also find in the disk. Such detailed information about Gogol’s House you won’t find in any printed variant. The main convenience for users of the electronic version together with material compactness and its reliable safety is above all the opportunity to work on-the-fly, to open any page by simple pressure of button and get the text, mentioned in the report.

Besides scientific materials, Gogol’s Library contains electronic presentations, made by research assistant of the library. It’s CD-ROM “From project to project”, telling about organization and holding exhibition devoted to the memorial to N.V.Gogol by N.A.Andreev, and “Unusual House”, where diverse creative work of the library is presented – starting with The Memorial Rooms of N.V. Gogol and finishing with opening up new technologies. The whole series of CDs under overall heading “ The Gogol House” has been made up, which contains colourful illustration material and commentaries to projects, put into practice during the previous three years. All these electronic presentations performed in Microsoft Power Point repeatable were shown to visitors of the House on Nikitsky.

Extensive fund of publications in CD-ROM is added by collection of CDs from notation-music section (~2000 numbers of storage), gramophone records (almost 5000) and audio cassettes (more than 100). Besides obtaining full-text documents, librarians make up and edit electronic catalogue in MARC.

The near plans of the library include digitization and recording on optical CDs all the Gogol’s fund, and also setting up electronic versions of the literary studies collections, which issues, jointly with Gogol’s library, Publishing House “Our Home” (recently issued studies of philologist Mochulskiy also will be digitized soon). At the moment the work under filling the set up site of City library №2 after N.V. Gogol in Internet is carried out, where along with information materials will be placed full texts of the most important studies of Gogol.

