Russian Cultural Heritage Network initiatives in the field of cultural informatization. 
The problem of preservation, revival and, above all, development of the culture is an issue of unprecedented urgency for Russia, perhaps more so than for any other nation in the world. Our country comprises many unique cultures, all of them with their own roots, traditions, and history. We must take care of all of these. All Russian people are not just bearers, but also cultural keepers. Museums, libraries, theatres, archives, and other culture organizations must be not just an instrument for ceaseless education, but also must contribute to the personality self-identification.
The Russian history always related to endless social convulsions and, certainly, it affects the total process of Russian culture. 

The best way to keep and to defend from extinction national cultures in modern society is information technology. 

When we are going into information-oriented society it’s very important does not forget about culture in our society, and to take pains for preservation peoples distinctive character. However, preservation peoples distinctive character is not only Russian problem, but also the whole world, that is why our organization goes where the action is and collaborates with foreign partners. In Russia, our organization coordinates work of main    activities in culture. 

The main activity of RCHN is associated with actualization different information projects. We set before ourselves such major problems, as promoting Russian cultural heritage in Russia and to the world community, organization open communication area for specialists in culture and cultural heritage. 

I’d like to tell some words about most indicative projects, which RCHN participate in as an informational, coordination and consulting center, and responsible for cooperation with foreign partners.  
“Cultivate-Russia” ES project - www.Cultivate.ru 
It’s the first Russian cultural project approved by ES
· This 18-months project launched in January 2002. 
· RCHN is a principal contractor. There were also 11 partners from 6 countries.

· Cultivate-Russia is a network, infrastructure project directed to promulgation of collaboration Russian and European organizations. There were conducted several seminars and round tables, spread information on the whole territory or Russian Federation, produced electronic journals and mailings, functions information web-site, conducted international conference, produced Cds and set  regional and international contacts.
The Russian Museums web portal - www.Museum.ru 
It is the main Russian museums resource centre, which is also used as information and communication centre for public and museum professional area.
· The web portal, launched in May 1996, has more than 60.000 visitors per month. 

· The comprehensive on-line database contains 3.000 museums with their detailed description and images served by the search engine; which is powerful and easy in use.

· It has about 800 records of an exhaustive guide for any cultural website and a large CD collection with the reviews.

· Cultural News division contains information from all regions of Russia, which is daily updated.

· It has also electronic web-magazines, which are produced weekly. The ones in Russian are “MR-List” and “MR-Prof”, and “Russian Culture News” in English. 

· The web portal information is disseminated trough the number of partners’ websites.

· Information related to the conferences, lectures, reports and laws is updated weekly.

· It constitutes the links to Russian and international museums 
Cultural information agency - www.Museum.ru/News/ 
All news related to activities of the cultural sphere. The Russian Federation coverage by the regional network.

· News, announcements and articles on-line, about 500 topics per month altogether, are collected, adapted and distributed.

· The regional network covers the whole Russian territory.

· The partnership with most of the news agencies, mass media and web portals in the object of distributing the information;

· More than 250 weekly issues of six electronic web magazines were produced since 1997. They have about 7000 subscribers.

The whole-Russian Museum Register www.museum.ru/Mus/    
A system of databases on museums
· Founded in 1998, census was conducted 3 times: in 1997, 1999 and 2002
· Works with the help of standard form, made for to standardize descriptions of museums and their stuff; the typology of museums and a standard questionnaire 10-CHN were constructed.  

· Soros foundation. 2.500 letters with such questionnaires were sent and the answers were processed.  

· The software for processing the data was constructed 

· The data is being constantly corrected and refreshed

· The first CD-Rom  “VRM-2000” was proceed

Museum Professional Server - www.museum.ru/prof/ 
Informational survey for museum professionals 

· Founded in March, 1997
· Links to Russian and international museum organizations 

· Conference, seminars and other events  announcements 

· Informational materials 

· Database and personal web pages of museum professionals 

· Electronic conference ‘Cafe Museum’ and the ‘Museum board’ for discussions  

· Open discussion list for professionals
The Russian Culture web portal - www.RussianCulture.ru 
It is the official Russian Ministry of Culture web portal and the greatest source of Cultural Heritage information.

· The concept proposed by RCHN has gained in the tender of Culture Department of the Russian Federal Government in April 2000. RCHN is responsible for managing the project, including the content, programming and design. Kiryll Nasedkin, the head of RCHN has been appointed the director of the advisory board.

· The pilot version of the web portal, launched in September, 2000, presents substantial quantities of information related to Russian culture and Russian cultural heritage.

· The portal unites different trends of art, such as classic, marginal, pop and applied ones. 

· The system of portal databases is constantly enriched and expanded according to the concept.

· The portal contains information related to all aspects of Russian cultural heritage, such as theatre, architecture, literature, art, fine and applied art, music and sculpture.

· It also contains the information about personalities and artefacts, news, websites, web boards, etc.

· The portal has an attractive design and a powerful search engine as well as easy-to-understand navigation system.

The architecture of Russia Server - www.archi.ru  
Architectural heritage of Russia

· Started 1997, Soros foundation
· Free access
· All the main architectural memorials are represented

· News, articles, announcements
· Links and annotations
· Information for professionals
Russian Libraries 
www.libs.ru 

Russian Zoos
www.zoo.ru 
Museums of Tatarstan
www.tatar.museum.ru
Pushkin Fine Art Museum
www.museum.ru/gmii/
Russian State Library
www.rsl.ru 
The Agency of Culture Information 
www.aki-ros.ru 


Etc. 
Now we work at some joint projects in the field of education, e-education and management. 
We pay special attention to international projects. In the nearest future we are going to participate in two international projects BRICKS and CALIMERA, oriented to the integration culture heritage databases and development modern infrastructure for integration resources and services for culture users all over the world. We plan to make English versions on portals Russian Museums, Russian Libraries, and Russian Culture.
